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This May saw 7 of our younger parishioners go through the sacrament of
confirmation. More photos on page 4 of this issue.

Advent: A Time to Wait, A Time to Prepare
It seems that immediately
after Halloween (or, as of late,
in some cases, Remembrance
Day) stores and shopping
malls are transformed into
Christmas wonderlands
complete with trees, lights
and decorations of every
description. Christmas
music is almost everywhere.
The advertising industry is
working hard (and effectively)
to convince children and adults
alike that life would be so
much better if they could find
that perfect gift (or many gifts)
under the tree on Christmas
morning. The number of
shopping days is calculated

closely and strategically, with
a certain sense of panic as
the days become fewer. Gifts
that are bought need to be
wrapped. Plans are made to
decorate houses in time for
the festivities to begin. Baking
needs to be done. Christmas
cards... etc., etc., etc.
As members of a liturgical
church, however, we are called
to ask the question, “What is
wrong with this picture?” Well,
the problem, in my opinion,
is twofold: (1) it eliminates
that precious and necessary
time of waiting... longing
(continued next page)
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Advent (cont.)
to discover the presence of the
Christ in new and richer and
deeper ways... discovering the
Christ in unexpected places, and
(2) it is based on a belief that true
happiness and joy is found in
material things, and motivated by
a consumer driver society, rather
that the Christ for whom we wait.
Indeed, we, the church, are called
to a radically different Season of
Advent than what our culture
promotes and displays. We are
called to spend time in quiet,
thoughtful, prayerful reflection
as we prepare to celebrate
the coming of the Christ. The
purpose of Advent is to relieve
us of our busy schedules and our
commitment to frenetic activity in
a fast-paced world that is drawn
to goals of instant gratification.
Advent is a Season that is
intended to slow us down.
So, what is it we are waiting for
and longing to discover? Well,
contrary to popular opinion
(particularly within the life of the
church) our waiting reaches far
deeper than simply to celebrate
the coming – the birth - of a child.
There are three very different and
distinct comings for which we
wait.
The first coming - the birth of
Jesus - has tended to dominate
our Advent focus. On the one
hand this focus is helpful in the
sense that it emphasizes the
birth as an historical event. The
actual event of Jesus’ birth is real
and this is extremely important.
However, if it remains our
only focus it has a tendency to
prevent our faith from maturing.
It remains a child’s rather sweet

story and makes few demands on
the believer’s soul. It remains a
sentimental tale about a glorious
birth.
The next coming to which
Advent calls our attention is more
challenging. This coming takes us
deeper into the presence of God
to be discovered in Scripture, in
worship and in each other.
The final coming to which Advent
directs our attention is the Second
Coming, or the Parousia: that
time when Jesus will return in
glory . . . that moment when the
fullness of God’s glory will reach
its astonishing state of perfection,
when heaven and earth will
unite along with all God’s beings
therein.
Indeed, during the Season of
Advent we, the church, are called
to a time of sacred anticipation.
During this time of quiet,
thoughtful, prayerful waiting
as we prepare to celebrate the
coming of Christ, let us focus

our attention on the following
questions:
Where is the Christ child about to
be born in me? In St. Peter’s? In
the world? In other words, where is
God breathing new life into my life,
ministries, relationships and work?
How might Christ come to me in
surprising new ways during this
Season of Advent through Scripture,
worship, and those with whom I share
my life?
In the midst of these comings, how is
Christ calling me to grow into a more
mature relationship with Him and
into a deeper understanding of my
mandate to follow Him.
And last, but definitely not least...
As you prepare your Christmas ‘wish
list’ – take a close look at that item or
those items for which you wish and
ask yourself, “What attachments in
my life can I let go of to make more
room for the coming of Christ?”
Rev. Canon Donna Joy

The Anglican Parish of St. Peter
Please take time to slow down during this Season of Advent
and plan to attend
Sacred Anticipation:
A Time to Wait – A Time to Prepare
for the Coming of Christ
Tuesday Evenings
Worship and Reflection
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
December 4th, 11th & 18th
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Steve Bell Concert

Parish Caring Ministries
The Parish Caring Ministries
(PCM) is a team of approximately
20 parishioners who volunteer
to help other parishioners on
a temporary or ongoing basis.
We are very blessed to have this
thriving ministry within our
parish, serving between 15–20
people at any given time. Care
is given in the form of providing
rides to church, visiting shut-ins,
visiting parishioners and/or their
families in the hospital, making
casseroles for the casserole
program, sending cards (get well,
sympathy, etc.), and maintaining
the Parish Phoning List. In
addition to these important
functions, we will soon be
instituting a prayer team of 4 or 5
people.

giving other parishioners an
opportunity to attend and
possibly join this ministry. This
year, workshops were held
in January and November. In
addition to the workshops, a
small committee within the PCM
team meets about twice a year to
review the Parish List to ensure
that no potential care is being
overlooked. We also plan the
agenda for upcoming workshops.
The PCM committee for 2012
is: Donna Joy, Frances Tester,
Virginia Platt, Lynda Daun, and
Betty Currie.
Parishioners who would like more
information about Parish Caring
Ministries may call me at
(204) 889 7742.

The parish holds two workshops
each year for the PCM team,
which are aimed at providing
support, training and information
to those involved, as well as

To the People of St.Peter’s
Linda Fearn organized a Steve
Bell concert at our parish on
September 19. We enjoyed a
wonderful evening as he shared
stories and sang psalms to a sold
out house.
More photos can be found online
at www.stpetersanglican.ca under
the Parish Life tab.

Thank you so much for the gifts, the rose bush and picture,
delivered to our home by Jim Ellis and Betty Currie. The rose bush
was planted at the side of our patio and we enjoyed the blooms for a
good part of the summer.
Thanks also to the many friends who sent flowers, cards, gifts and
letters and the many continuing phone calls. Your continued friendship
means a lot to both Roy and me.
Sincerely,
Eleanor Pennington

Frances Tester

4
St. Peter’s in Pictures

Confirmation
May 2012

Candles represent seven gifts

of the Holy Spirit

Banner created by the confirm

ands

v. Canon Donna Joy

A cake for the occasion and its

All in the
Hall Sale
May 2012

Confirmands with Re
creator

and Bishop Don
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Saida
It was raining in Jerusalem
– pissing axe handles as the
Aussies benevolently describe it.
Splashing over the flagstones of
the Via Dolorosa, we tumbled into
a cab at the West Gate of the Old
City.
“Princess Basma Centre, how
much?” I asked the Arabic cab
driver. “15 shekels” came the
reply as the car, having known
better days, chugged into life.
Crossing the Kidron Valley, past
the Garden of Gethsemane, we
wound up the steep narrow road
towards Bethany. Our driver
interspersed conversation with
deftly shifting the aging gears.
We held our breath as several cars

No trees were
harmed in the
making of this
newsletter!
This newsletter was
printed on Envirographic
100 paper, which is
comprised of 100% PostConsumer Waste. It’s also
100% Processed Chlorine
Free and acid-free as well.

met us head on, then seemed to so
narrowly miss us.
Princess Basma Centre stands on
the hill overlooking Jerusalem.
The rain was still bouncing off
the cobblestones as we paid the
driver and found an open door to
the Centre. The spacious hallway
was empty and silent, save for a
woman speaking animatedly on
the phone; she seemed oblivious
of us. We wandered through the
open doors and long corridors,
peered into empty classrooms,
a kitchen, a play room. We
found the occupational and
physiotherapy rooms, the initial
reason for my visit. By Friday
afternoon, students and staff
have clearly gone home. I feel
disappointment; this is our last
weekend in Jerusalem.
“Go any time. You will be more
than welcome” a physiotherapist
had told the previous week.
She had taught as a therapist
at the University in Bethlehem
for several years. Neither she
nor I had reckoned on Friday
afternoons being a holiday. We
retraced our steps; it was eerily
empty. Back in the hall the
woman was finishing her phone
call. Turning her wheelchair, an
enchanted face beamed out from
her hijab. “Yes, everyone has gone
home, I live here. Care to share a
cup of coffee?”
She swung her wheelchair into the
antiquated elevator and we jolted
our way down to the basement.
Thick Turkish coffee warmed
our bodies but it was Saida’s
prescence that warmed our hearts.
Several hours later, we left full
of stories of what it means to be
Muslim living in East Jerusalem;

Saida and Ray

what it means to be a woman with
disabilities living in a country in
conflict.
Saida spoke of her longing
to work with children with
disabilities and her studies.
She spoke of her nightly talks
on skype with a Dutch woman
who had volunteered at Princess
Basma and had now returned
to Holland. Looking round the
empty building, I imagined what
nightly conversations must have
meant over the weeks and years
for these two women.
Saida told us of her family, of her
last trip to Ramallah to visit her
mother, a journey costing three
quarters of her monthly salary.
She described how she had waited
at the closed checkpoint for 7
hours in her wheelchair. With no
other way to get through the wall
that cruelly divides families and
communities, she could only wait.
She spoke of her life at the Rehab
Centre working as a receptionist,
her gratitude for the job in the
school. “But sometimes I feel
tears in my eyes, I just cry”, she
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told us. We discover
she has worked and
lived in the basement
of the centre for fifteen
years now, since she
attended the school
as a student. “Yes,
I can get food here,
but just five days a
week. The other days
I just have to manage.
Cobblestones and the
steep hill are too much
of a challenge.” She
smiles.

Christian Meditation
To meditate is to learn to be
present, to be still
- John Main OSB
A meditation group will begin
meeting again at St. Peter’s on
Wednesday mornings from 10:00
to 11:00 am starting January 16th,
2013.
Saida’s computer problems are solved!

We work together on
her wheelchair and the cushion,
clearly deflated for some months
now. She throws up her hands
in delight when Ray mends her
computer and she discovers even
more possibilities.
We laugh together over
everything and anything,
suddenly becoming aware that

four hours have passed in this
meager basement apartment.
Travelling back down the hill the
rain has not stopped. We travel
silently, aware of touching a life
that has touched our hearts in
ways that have no more words.
Fenella Temmerman

St. Peter’s Altar Guild
Anyone wanting to know about the Altar Guild and our
work is very welcome to come to a Christmas clean up and
workshop on Saturday, December 15th after the Women’s
Friendship Group breakfast or at 10:30 a.m., whichever
works for you.
On the agenda:
1. Brass, silver and wood cleaning and polishing
2. Short workshop on setting up for and cleaning up after
weekly services, with reference to high days and holy
days.
3. Coffee, tea and Christmas cookies
The regulars have been informed and we extend an
invitation to anyone interested to come and join us.
Mary DeGrow, Convenor
(204) 488-7010

Christian Meditation is:
•

A way of simplicity in which
we quiet the mind and become
still and attentive to God

•

A prayer of silence which
takes us beyond words,
thoughts and images to
experience the presence of
Christ within us

•

A form of prayer rooted
in Christian tradition from
earliest times

No previous meditation
experience is necessary. We
simply meet as a group,
listen to a short recorded talk by
a noted meditator, sit in silent
meditation — silently saying a
prayer word (mantra) for 20 to 25
minutes — and end with prayer.
If meditation is a form of prayer
that interests you or you have
been wondering about, please
consider joining us in January.
Betty Curie

Creative Writing
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The Last Shepherd
Ah, that’s better! This taberna
keeper at least has drink that is
more beer than water; even if the
surroundings could be better.
Look at those damn Romans over
in the corner drinking up their
posca. I guess they know where
the good drink is as well.
So, Luke my boy, you want to
hear my story. It’ll cost you more
than one beaker to get it. Ok, you
haven’t left and here comes the
keeper with another round, so
here goes.
It goes back to the time of the
Emperor Augustus. That bastard
(don’t worry they can’t hear us)
wanted to count everyone in the
empire so he could tax us even
more. As a result, people were
running all over Israel, just to get
to the right place to be counted.
Most of them were poor as could
be anyway; but if you didn’t
cooperate, it would go hard for
you if they found out. (Glances
over at the Roman soldiers in the
corner).
I really didn’t see the whole thing.
I didn’t see much at all actually.
My brother Silas woke me from
where I was grabbing a quick
nap in a crevice and told me that
he and the rest of the shepherds
were off to Bethlehem. Since I was
the one who slept through all the
excitement, I got to stay and mind
the sheep. He told me that there
had been strange lights in the
sky. Next a voice that told them a
king had been born in Bethlehem
and that they would find him in
a manger. Finally there was a lot
of singing, praising God. They
decided they should go and find
out if this was true.

I thought that they were just
making an excuse to go and get
warm and outside of a beaker of
beer at the inn, but they had me
for sleeping so what could I do.
Off they went. Benjamin took a
couple of lambs and their mothers
with him. The lambs had been
born early and he didn’t want
to leave them on the hillside,
especially with someone they just
had to wake up.

way of possessions. As a matter
of fact they carried everything
they owned with them. Fit right
in with our boys. She was quite
young and this was her first child.
At the time our crowd got to the
stable, the star was right overhead
and provided enough light for
them to see. They told me that
they fell down on their knees and
thanked God for this child. Then
they left.

Being in charge of the rest of
the sheep was no big problem. I
just had to stay awake and keep
my eyes and ears open. You city
guys really don’t know much
about shepherding. I have heard
learned preachers talk of being
like shepherds “leading their
sheep.” My boy, if you try to lead
sheep, you will soon be leading
nothing. You have to herd them
from behind, using a crook and a
couple of agile boys to keep the
flock together. Dogs are better
than boys anytime. Anyway, I had
nothing much to worry about for
a few hours overnight.

So, you think that this baby might
be the teacher who many thought
was the Messiah; the one who
was crucified in Jerusalem all
those years ago. Who knows? I’ve
been around for a lot of years;
more than my fair share and I’ve
outlived all of those who went
down to Bethlehem that night. I
know that I haven’t much more
time left and to tell you the truth,
when my time comes I will be
happy to go. Things are really
getting very restive around here
and I don’t really want to see
what happens if the people decide
to take on the Romans again.
Thanks for the drinks Luke, I
hope that my story was of some
use to you. Maybe it will help
you a little in putting the story
together.

Oh yes, I had almost forgotten the
star! This was at the time when an
especially bright star appeared in
the sky. It was even visible by day
and at night, it made it much less
dark. Things like that always get
people thinking about omens and
portents so that made what my
fellow shepherds saw even more
compelling.
When the others got back from
their visit to Bethlehem next
morning, they told me what they
had found. There was a newborn
baby in the stable behind the inn.
The parents were some of those
poor souls who were forced to
travel to their home towns to be
counted. He was a carpenter and
they didn’t have much in the

Jim Daun

Steve Bell concert
photos on page 3
and Saida photos on
page 6 and 7 courtesy
of Ray and Fenella
Temmerman. All other
photos in this edition are
provided courtesy of Ian
Chalmers.

Creative Writing
A Visit to Santa
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Sung to the tune of “On Top of Old Smokey”

In early December
We all went to see.
The Eaton store Santa
And his Christmas tree.

A treat in the Grill Room
Our dinner we ate
With Pumpkinhead ice cream
And red velvet cake.

Then on the way home
With candy in cheek,
We saw one more Santa
Standing in the street.

But first we had seen him
In his sled on the street.
On the Santa Claus parade route
With our freezing feet.

Then off to see Santa
Through mountains of toys
Placed for enticement
Of good girls and boys.

He stood there before us
Just ringing a bell
And into his kettle
Coins and bills fell.

All of the down town
In spite of the night
Was lit up for Christmas
Decorations so bright.

Through Santa’s village
The line it did wind
It seemed like forever
But we didn’t mind.

And next to this Santa
Another display
Of shepherds and angels
And a manger with hay.

At the store window
We pressed to the glass
To see automations
of toys and times past.

And then we saw Santa
A minute of fun.
Sister wants a pony
And me an air gun.

When we think of Santa
On this Christmas night
Remember God’s message
of Peace love and light?
Jim Daun

A Very Special Ceremony
On July 26, 2012, one of the newer members of our parish family
became a Canadian citizen. At right, Jayan Mathew is delivering
a short speech sharing his experiences in Canada so far, and
what it means to be a Canadian citizen.
After the ceremony, he posed for a photo (below) with his
parents on other side, Citizenship Judge Harold Gilleshammer
(far left), a mountie (middle back), and a government official
(far right). He holds in his hands a letter of welcome from Prime
Minister Stephen Harper. Congratulations, Jayan!
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Rector Responds to Frequently Asked Questions
Why is the church decorated
with the colour blue during the
Season of Advent?
Royal blue is the colour of royalty
and is used to welcome the
coming of a king. Therefore, it is
an appropriate liturgical colour
during the Season of Advent
as we wait and prepare for the
Coming of Jesus. It also is often
associated with the colour of the
sky at night in which the star
appeared to announce the birth of

Jesus. In addition to this, dating
back to Byzantine times, Mary
was given a dark blue mantle
which symbolizes the colour of an
empress. Mary has traditionally
been called the ‘Queen of Heaven’
so this symbolism also makes
sense.
Until fairly recently, purple was
(and in some churches still is)
used as the liturgical colour for
both Advent and Lent. Purple is
often described within the church

as symbolizing pain, suffering,
mourning and penitence, so at
St. Peter’s as well as many other
churches purple remains the
liturgical colour for the Season of
Lent.
For these reasons, the church at
St. Peter’s is decorated with blue
during the Season of Advent and
with purple during the Season of
Lent.
Rev. Canon Donna Joy

Women’s Friendship Group
The purpose of this group is to
help the women of St. Peter’s get
to know each other better, while
sharing a nutritious breakfast, and
learning about a topic of shared
interest.
We meet monthly, usually the
third Saturday of the month, at
9:00 am for the meal, and the
speaker is scheduled for 9:30 to
10:30 am. We make sure that there
is time for questions, interactions
and possible participation in an
activity. Our topics come from
suggestions made by the members
of St. Peters; please let us know
if you have an idea for a speaker,
or topic you wish to learn about.
If YOU have a talent, interest,
experience or passion, which you
wish to share as a presentation to
our group, please let us know.
We all take turns being part of
the kitchen team; please consider
adding your name to one of
monthly teams listed on our
poster in the narthex. It’s fun
to work together, and there are
detailed instructions of the duties

available for anyone who is new
to the St. Peter’s kitchen and
breakfast routines.
Over the past year, our
presentation have included,
“LITE” (Local Investment Toward
Employment), “Donna Joy: From
Hippie to Priest!”, “Positive
Thinking: Mind Makeover”,
“Herb Gardening”, among others.
As you can see, our interests are
varied and diversified!!
Please join us as we grow and
learn together!
Women’s Friendship Group
Committee: Stephanie GibersonKirby (Chair), Margaret Clarke
(Treasurer), Betty Currie
(Resource).
Stephanie Giberson-Kirby
See Volunteer Opportunity
on facing page 11

Christmas
Shopping
As you are searching for
that perfect gift for the
one(s) you love, please
be mindful of where
the money you spend is
going.
As you ponder this
question, you may wish
to explore organizations
such as Ten Thousand
Villages and PWRDF
(Primate’s World Relief
and Development
Fund).
Rev. Canon Donna Joy
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The Daniel Lee Dorward Compassionate Fund for Sick Kids Needs Your Help
We are seeking volunteers
to start in January 2013. Our
10th birthday is June 19, 2013
so we are planning extra
events throughout the year
to celebrate this wonderful
occasion. Full information on
our volunteer positions and
a volunteer application form
will soon be available on our
Facebook page (to be set up
shortly) and our website: www.
dorwardcompassionatefund.
com. The application will give
you the opportunity to express
your preferences for volunteer
opportunities, as well as to let
us know of any special talents or
interests you have.
It is important for us to have a
healthy list of volunteers for two
reasons:
1. We know who to call when
we need help with something
particular – ie ticket sellers
2. Some companies want to
know our volunteer base
when we are applying for
funding
Our Board of Directors meets four
times a year for approximately
two hours or less. We are looking
for dedicated proactive people
to fill several positions on our
Board. We need committee
members who like to have input
into our activities without the
responsibility of a Board member,
and who like to work as a team
to get things done. Our members
at large are the volunteers who
want to help whenever there is a
job to be done. Our volunteers are
usually only needed two or three
times per year, for short periods
of time.

Danny was an active member
of our church, and he would be
so pleased to have people in our
church family helping to fulfil
his dream of assisting families
with a seriously ill child. We need
the energy and enthusiasm of
our volunteers to keep us going.
Perhaps his TEC friends would
like to reunite as committee
members. If you can help, or if
you know people outside the
church who like to volunteer,
or who might need our help,
please let me know. For more

information, please e-mail me at
dorwardd@hotmail.com or call me
at 204-837-6038. Youth volunteers
are very welcome – some schools
offer credits for volunteer hours,
and we will be glad to certify your
participation.
Let’s work together to raise
money so that families suffering
financial hardship in addition to
the trauma of having a child with
a life-threatening and/or chronic
illness.
Donna Friesen, President

Women’s Ministry OPPORTUNITY
Do you want to feel rejuvenated and needed?
Do you have a passion for learning and helping others learn?
Would you like to work on a team, with other women, for
other women?
The Women’s Friendship Group Chair position (or shared
dual Chair), as well as committee Resource position, are
open and in need of potential candidates. These positions
offer the opportunity to help the St. Peter’s women get to
know each other, while learning about a shared topic of
interest over a good breakfast. The Chair, in turn receives
lots of help with the organization of these events and even
more gratitude from both the presenters and the St. Peter’s
women.
There are detailed instructions on how this committee is run
and lots of help available from past committee members.
There is also a list of potential speakers already eager to
present to our breakfast gatherings. These Committee Chair
and Committee Resources positions are for a limited two
year term and will be vacant as of December 2012. Please
consider joining this fun committee so that our breakfast
gathering might continue in 2013.
Please contact Stephanie Giberson-Kirby at
ssgibers@mymts.net or (204) 489 7649
(soon to be past chair, St. Peter’s Women’s Friendship Group)
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Musical Notes
This fall we were delighted to
welcome Paul Winkelmans into
our choir and congregation.
Paul is the 2012-13 recipient of
St. Peter’s bursary for a student
baritone. Paul had recently moved
from his home in Victoria to study
at the U of M Faculty of Music
with Mel Braun. He has been a
wonderful addition to our choir.
On December 9, he will be singing
the Old Testament lesson as it
was set to music by Handel in his
oratorio, “Messiah” – But who
may abide the day of his coming...
for he is like a refiner’s fire...
Also this fall, we were very
pleased to welcome new members
Mary Ndungu, Brynn Gunderson
and Sarah Le Nabat.
We honoured long-time choir
member Fred Stewart who,
after many decades of regular
participation in church choirs
has decided to sing from the
congregation along with his wife!
We miss him and hope to have
him back for special occasions.

Mission and Outreach Committee
The Mission and Outreach
Committee would like to say
thank you to the parish for their
support.
Some of the activities that you
have made possible are:
Soup Lunch in October from
which we were able to make
a donation of $303.91 to the
Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund. Our Senior
Sunday School did a great job
in helping to give us some
information on the origins
of the PWRDF, and letting
us know about their current
projects around the world.
More information on PWRDF
can be found on their websitepwrdf.org
Support for the Art Show
“Creation’s Colours II”
featuring the Original Art
of Garth Panting, one of our
parishioners. Donations were
made by the Panting Family to
one local and two international

We also are missing Jim and Roxie
Vernon who have not been able to
join us this fall.

Thank you for the continued
donations of non-perishable
foods items for the Emergency
Food Cupboard at St. Matthews
Maryland Community Ministry.
These donations can be placed
in the green box in the Narthex.
The food is taken weekly by
our faithful volunteers to St.
Matthew’s Maryland Community
Ministry. The following are the
types of Food Donations that
provide the greatest nutritional
benefits to the clients of the centre:
Emergency Food Pantry
canned fruits and veggies
boxes of macaroni and cheese;
spaghetti and canned pasta
sauce,
canned soups, pork and beans,
stews, chilli, etc.
breakfast cereal, peanut butter,
jam
coffee, tea, sugar, sugar
substitutes, coffee creamer, and
stir sticks
and your CANADIAN TIRE
MONEY is always welcome!

The choir is now well into
preparations for Advent and
Christmas music. We will have
some special guests for the Carol
Service on December 23 and will
be singing O Holy Night as well
as some less-familiar repertoire.
And as usual, there will ample
opportunity for congregational
participation!

The programs at SMMCM
attempt to build community
well-being; work for justice; and
nurture hope within individuals
and families in West Central
Winnipeg.
Stay tuned for more opportunities
to support SMMCM during the
Christmas season.

Thanks to all for your continuing
support.
Linda Fearn
Musical Director

organizations which work on
community development.

Noah & Cori share info about
PWRDF projects across the globe.

Thank you too, in advance, for
your support of the Christmas
Cheer Board Hampers.
Cori Dorrian
Mission & Outreach

