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Diane Panting is ordained as Deacon on September 28, 2014

Fulfilling Our Parish’s Vision
It is with a glad and grateful
heart that I am able to
recognize how the articles
in this issue of the Elm Leaf
indicate how faithfully
and effectively St. Peter’s
is moving forward with
extraordinary ministries
that are consistent with our
‘Parish Purpose and Vision’.
During the past year our
leadership team along
with input from all those
parishioners who chose to
participate, discerned what

we believe is God’s purpose
and vision for this Parish of
St. Peter, at this time. This
work was presented at our
AGM, and enthusiastically
approved. Moving forward,
it is to help focus the
ministries to which we are
called.

Baby clothes for San
Pancho hospital,
p. 8

Our purpose: To be a
Christian community seeking
to love God, grow in faith and
serve the world.
Rising out of this purpose
statement are a series of
vision statements which are
(continued next page)

Atrium child has his
facts ‘dead’ on, p. 10
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Parish Vision (cont.)
intended to focus the specific
ministries to which we are
called, and as I looked through
the list of articles for this Elm
Leaf Newsletter, it was very
clear to me that they tend to be
consistent with one or more of
our vision statements.
‘Ask an Old Testament Scholar
(Circumcision of the Heart)’,
Lissa Wray Beal
‘Overheard in the Atrium’,
Betty Currie
‘A Review of our Lenten Study
Sessions’, Serene Desmond
and Pearl James
These articles emphasize St.
Peter’s commitment to ongoing
Christian education for all ages
as articulated in this vision
statement:
We believe God is calling us
to develop disciples through
Christian faith formation that is
tailored to each age group and
informs and transforms our lives.
V

V

V

‘San Pancho Baby Knitting
Project’, Rod and Susan
Sprange
‘St. Matthew’s Maryland
Community Ministry (Stone
Soup)’, Margaret Clarke
‘St. Peter’s in Pictures’, Ian
Chalmers
These articles and features
emphasize St. Peter’s
commitment to Mission and

No trees were harmed in the making of
this newsletter!
This newsletter was printed on
Envirographic 100 paper, which is comprised
of 100% Post-Consumer Waste. It’s also 100%
Processed Chlorine Free and acid-free as well.

Outreach as articulated as
follows:

‘Maintenance Report’, Bob
Cook et. al

We believe God is calling
us to further develop active
relationships and engagement
within St. Peter’s and beyond as
we: respond to human need by
loving service; seek to transform
unjust structures; challenge and
resist violence; and pursue peace
and reconciliation.

Throughout this visioning
process it became clear that
all maintenance is rooted in a
sense of Christian hospitality,
and therefore becomes one
of many ways in which we
are called to provide radical
hospitality as exemplified
through Christ.

V

V

V

‘Finance (PAR Program)’,
David Thompson
This article points to the
importance of financial
stewardship as articulated
here:
We believe God is calling us to
shift from a consumer-driven
culture of paying dues/taking
collection to embracing a faithbased culture of stewardship
expressed through the generosity
of time, talent and treasure that is
shaped and rooted in our personal
and corporate response to the
abundant outpouring of God’s
gifts and grace.
V

V

V

We believe God is calling us to
develop an intentional ministry
that implements a sense of
welcome and hospitality expressed
throughout Scripture and
promotes a culture of inclusion
and belonging.
V

V

V

‘Attuned to the Spirit’, Tom
Ryan (supplied by Fenella
Temmerman)
To know Fenella is to know
that she is passionate about
Creation Care, which is an
identified priority at St. Peter’s.
We believe God is calling us to
safeguard the integrity of creation
and to sustain and renew the life
of the earth.
(continued next page)
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Musical Notes: The Winnipeg Organ Festival
If you love organ and choral
music, then you should plan
to attend the Winnipeg Organ
Festival (WOF). From July
4 to 9, organists from across
Canada and beyond will gather
in Winnipeg to enjoy 5 days
of concerts, workshops and
worship featuring “The King
of Instruments”. The general
public is welcome to attend all
the concerts.
This Festival is being organized
by the Winnipeg Centre of
the Royal Canadian College
of Organists, Canada’s oldest
musicians’ organization
which aims to “promote and
facilitate opportunities for
access to, appreciation of, and
participation in all facets of the

organ.” The WOF planning
committee has been working
hard for two and a half years to
develop a program which will
rival the phenomenal artistic
success of the 2004 Festival,
which some of you may recall.
For the complete program,
check our website at www.
winnipegorganfestival.ca
Some of the highlights are:
• Gala Concert at
Westminster United
Church with the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra,
Alexander Mickelthwate
conducting. Renowned
American organist James
David Christie will be the
soloist in a program that
includes the well-known

Parish Vision (cont.)
V

V

V

‘Musical Notes (Winnipeg
Organ Festival)’, Linda Fearn
Linda Fearn’s article serves
as a reminder that sometimes
members of St. Peter’s family
are involved in community
events.
The only vision statement that
is not covered in an article in
this issue of the Elm Leaf is the
one pertaining to worship:
We believe God is calling us to
worship that is rooted in Scripture
and the ancient teachings of the
church, and creates opportunities

to experience the Presence of God,
so that worshippers are nourished,
transformed, empowered and sent
out into the world to love and
serve.
However, this central aspect
of our life together is often
highlighted here, in this
newsletter, and in many others
ways, not the least of which is
through our worship. Thanks
be to God!
It is, indeed, encouraging
to see our recent visioning
process bearing such rich and
flavourful fruit!
Rev. Canon Donna Joy

Organ Concerto by Poulenc
and the exciting concerto
for Organ and Strings by
Canada’s Denis Bédard.
• Choral Concert at
Westminster United
Church featuring the
Festival Chorus directed
by Dr. Elroy Friesen with
organist, Jenny Vincent.
The program will have a
human rights theme and we
are looking forward to the
world première of newly
commissioned works for
choir and organ.
• Hymn Festival at Knox
United Church led by
Christine Longhurst, with
organist Richard Greig and
praise band. Here’s your
opportunity to actively
participate!
• Solo organ recitals, Organ
and Poetry, Organ and
Saxophone
• Competition for young
organists from across
Canada.
Single tickets are available at
McNally Robinson. If you are
interested in several events,
consider a Festival pass to all
the evening concerts for only
$80. Call Karen at 204-453-6962
or email wpgorganfest@gmail.
com . There are brochures
available on the bulletin board
in the hall or speak to me for
further information.
Linda Fearn
Musical Director
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St. Peter’s in Pictures

1

1 through 7:
Fundraising
barbecue in
June to send
our atrium
catechists
to training
in South
Dakota.

2

3

4
6
5
7
More photos can always be found at
http://stpetersanglican.ca/parishlife/photo-gallery

5

8

9
8 through 10: Di Panting is ordained as Deacon at
St. John’s Cathedral in September.
11 and 12: The youngest members of our parish
light the wreath during Advent.
13 and 14: The altar is decorated for Christmas
with red and white poinsettias.

10
11
12
13
14

6
Ask an Old Testament Scholar
Q. In a few places in the Old
Testament I’ve read about Israel
having an “uncircumcised heart.”
I know this is a metaphor related
to Israel’s physical circumcision.
What does this phrase mean for
Israel, and does it have anything
to say to the Church?

so blasé about loving God and
loving their neighbor that God
tried to wake them up by using
this strange picture.

In Deuteronomy 10:12-22,
Moses urges Israel to this
heart-and-life commitment.
Moses says, “circumcise then,
A. The idea of a heart being
the foreskin of your heart” (v.
uncircumcised is a bizarre
16). Israel was to remove every
picture! The physical rite of
barrier of will, intellect, and
removing the foreskin was,
emotion, loving God with “all
for Israel, a sign of covenant
your heart and all your soul”
identity. It was a reminder of
(v. 12; see also Deut 6:4-5).
God’s choice and covenant
And Moses tells the people
with Abraham and his
why God is worth loving: (1)
descendants
although
so that
creator and
“To
solve
this
ongoing
ultimately
owner of all,
problem...God will make a
the world
God loved
‘new
covenant’
with
his
people,
would be
and chose
putting
God’s
instructions
in
blessed
them (vv.
people’s mind, and writing it
through one
14-15); (2)
on
their
hearts.”
descendant,
although
Jesus the
all-powerful,
Christ.
God justly
Circumcision was also a
defends the weak (vv. 17-19);
reminder that Israel was
and (3) God rescued Israel (vv.
to respond with lives of
21-22). Being loved by such a
worship, holiness, and justice.
God, it seems that loving God
Circumcision was external but
back is a natural response.
it was really about commitment
Out of this love, the heart is
of heart and life.
circumcised and one desires to
please God in thought, word,
That is where the metaphor
and action.
comes in. God says that Israel
is “uncircumcised of heart”
(Lev 26:41; Jer 9:26). The heart
as the place of will, emotion,
and intellect is descriptive
of one’s whole life. Israel’s
“uncircumcised heart” had lost
the heart-and-life commitment
that was to characterize
covenant people. They were

Sadly, Israel could not do this.
Seven hundred years later the
prophet Jeremiah laments the
same problem (Jer 4:4; 9:25).
Even more, Jeremiah describes
their hearts as “evil” (Jer 7:24),
“hard tablets” (Jer 17:1) and
“stubborn” (Jer 13:10; 23:17).
This describes not only Israel’s

heart, but (because of sin), the
heart of all humanity.
To solve this ongoing problem,
Jeremiah proclaims a solution
(Jer 31:31-34): God will make
a “new covenant” with
his people, putting God’s
instructions in people’s minds,
and writing it on their hearts.
God will be “their God” and
they will be “his people.” In
this love relationship God will
“forgive their wickedness” and
“remember their sins no more.”
This is an astounding promise
to people who persisted in
uncircumcised, hard hearts.
Israel couldn’t solve the
problem, so God does.
The New Testament recognizes
in Jeremiah’s words a
prophetic anticipation. At
the Last Supper Jesus speaks
of a “new covenant in my
blood” (Luke 22:20; see also
Matt 26:28; Mark 14:24). In
the season of Holy Week and
Easter, and at every Eucharist,
we are reminded that this New
Covenant is in place because of
Jesus’ life, death, resurrection,
and ascension.
The Apostle Paul says that
what was impossible in the
Old Testament has now
happened. Believers in Christ
have been circumcised with a
“circumcision not performed
by human hands.” By faith,
and through baptism into
Christ, we experience that
“circumcision of the heart”
(Col 2:11-12; 3:11). All the
promises of the New Covenant
are fulfilled in Christ: our sins
are forgiven and remembered
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no more. We are God’s people.
The Law of the Spirit is written
“not on tablets of stone, but
on tablets of human hearts” (2
Cor 3:3). Hearts once hardened
are softened by the Spirit, and
we love God and live lives to
please God.
All this has taken place in
Christ. But the reality of
our world is that—until
Christ returns and renews
everything—we still live in a
dark and sinful world. Even
our own hearts, softened and
circumcised, can stray from
God. So, there is a “now-andnot-yet” sense of the New
Covenant. The New Covenant
is fulfilled: we are Christ’s;
our hearts are circumcised.
But a complete experience of
this—with sin and its effects
destroyed—awaits Christ’s
return. In that in-between
time we worship together, and
encourage one another to “love
the LORD our God with all our
hearts, all our souls, all our
minds, all our strength.”
We are now people of
“circumcised hearts.” By the
power of God’s Spirit we think,
act, and worship while we
await our final transformation
at Christ’s return.
Dr. Lissa Wray Beal
Do you have a question that you’d
like to pose to a biblical scholar?
Submit your questions to Lissa at
lissawb@mts.net and the answer
could appear in future editions of
the Elm Leaf!

Maintenance Report
Editor’s Note: Although this information is not typically reported in the
Elm Leaf, some of us wanted to see this incredible list of accomplishments
in print, so it could be appreciated by the entire parish.
We worked on a number of
items over the summer as it is a
good time to get many big jobs
done when there is not much
activity taking place. These
include the following:
• After installing a new wheel
on the mobile altar, it broke
again, so we removed all
wheels and put felt pads on
the base.
• The front double doors of
the Narthex were removed,
sanded, remounted and then
refinished. (3 days for the
new finish, one coat per day).
• The smaller 20 (3’ x 3’) tables
were sanded down and a
new coat of paint applied.
• The supply room was given
a new paint job to help clean
it up after another group
had re-organized it.
• The hall and back room of
the hall were patched and
painted where needed.
• A new float was installed on
the waste water pump.
• The rear door of the Narthex
was painted (inside and
outside) and a plexiglas was
installed on the outside for
easier removal of notices.
• The emergency door on the
rear of the church and in the
hall off the atrium, plus the
cargo doors and the shed
doors were all repainted.

• Removed the dividers
and toilets in the 3 hall
washrooms to facilitate the
installing of new flooring,
then re-installed them.
• Raised the front sidewalk by
the entrance with assistance
by Keith Nociar to permit a
level approach as the blocks
had settled a few inches over
the last few of years.
• Repaired shed where it was
damaged during the winter
while clearing parking lot.
• Filled in some low spots on
the back parking lot with
some of leftover gravel.
• Trimmed the hedge and
some of the bushes at the
front of the building.
• Repaired a couple of long
tables and blue chairs that
were damaged.
• Cleaned the ceiling fans in
the Hall.
• Modified the easel used for
notices to allow the paper to
fit properly.
Of course, there are the usual
jobs such as replacing light
bulbs, replacing ballasts,
changing/cleaning the furnace
filters, all part of the ongoing
maintenance.
Maintenance Committee
(Bob Cook, Bill Harwood,
Bob Chapil, Garth Panting,
Jim Ellis)
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Baby Clothes for San Pancho Hospital
“These hand-made clothes will
become family heirlooms, the story
will be told for many years.”
Michel
San Pancho Hospital Volunteer
Last summer St. Peter’s began
a project to make and donate
baby clothes and items for the
maternity and paediatric centre
in the San Pancho hospital.
San Pancho is a fishing village
about an hour a half from
Puerto Vallarta. The hospital
is the medical and maternity
centre for the surrounding
area. There is a great deal of
poverty in the area and many
mothers arrive to deliver their
children with no clothes or
blankets for their new-borns.
A local volunteer - Michel started a program to collect
infant clothing and makes up
gift packages for the mothers
and their babies.

St. Peter’s members donated
over 35 lbs of donated clothing,
blankets and stuffed toys
which we took with us to
Puerto Vallarta in a large
suitcase loaned to us by Mary
DeGrow. We wondered how
we would get the heavy, bulky
case on the city bus to the
intercity bus station. Luckily
a friend from our church here
was going to visit another of
our friends who lives in San
Pancho, and so he delivered
the suitcase to him awaiting
our arrival.
A friend who comes here in
winter from Seattle, crocheted
a number of blankets, and
her sister made more knitted
sweaters. Then some friends
from the condo complex here
surprised us with another bag
of knitted clothing and handmade toys. So we had another
big bundle to take out to San
Pancho in addition to the

Photos of the Baby
Clothes for San
Pancho Hospital are
provided courtesy
of Rod Sprange. All
other original photos
appearing in this issue
of the Elm Leaf are
supplied courtesy of Ian
Chalmers.
suitcase.
This morning (the first day of
Lent) we were up early and
caught a local bus to the bus
station. It was one of those
fast-paced-so-scary-you-justhave-to-laugh rides. Extremely
bumpy - and noisy as the
old bus rattled at break-neck
speed over the cobble stones.
But the fare is only about 60
cents Canadian so who is
complaining?
We were in time for the 9 am
Pacifico bus to San Pancho.

Newborns wearing the donated and handmade clothing
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This is a very comfortable,
air-conditioned ride on nicely
upholstered seats - with a
movie (in Spanish). The fare
- $6 Canadian going and for
some reason $4 on the way
back - for an hour and fifteen
minute ride through the
mountain pass.
We arrived at San Pancho and
walked to the home of our
friend Curt who drove us to
the Hospital with the suitcase
and big bundle of extras.
We arrived at the Hospital
to be greeted by Michel and
paediatric nurse Ana Louisa,
with great hugs and Mexican
kisses on the cheek.
Michel and Ana Louisa were
overwhelmed by all the
beautiful clothes, blankets,
bibs, toys etc. They were lost
for words but just kept saying
“gracias, gracias”. They told
us that this was a wonderful,
unforgettable day and that you

Curt, Michel and Ana Louisa with part of the mountain of clothing

would be making countless
mothers very happy. Michel
said that it is difficult to say
what they need most - as
they need everything. But she
indicated there was a very
great need for sleepers. She
also said that the hand-knitted
and crocheted sweaters and
blankets etc. would become

Attuned to the Spirit
I want to be like
that rooster
made of metal
standing alert on one leg
atop a pinnacled roof,
stopping between engagements,
looking and listening
equipoised
to move in the direction
the breath of God
next blows.
Tom Ryan, CSP,
Paulist Office for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations

treasured family heirlooms.
She told us that the families
would talk about the story of
receiving these items for many
years.
Then they introduced us to
Brittany and her mother and
grandmother. She was wearing
one of the sweaters we had
taken to them last year and we
presented her with one of the
new toys.
Michel indicated that all of the
clothing would be treasured
and looked after and each item
would be handed down in the
family from child to child.
There was great joy in the
San Pancho hospital today.
Everyone was overwhelmed
by your generosity. On behalf
of Michel, Ana Louisa and all
the mothers and children here,
Muchas Gracias amigos - or as
Michel wrote to us “Abrazos y
gracias”.
Rod & Susan Sprange
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Our Experience with the Lenten Study
The 2015 Lenten study was
based on David Lose’s Making
Sense of the Cross. The major
theories discussed were as
follows:
(1) Ransom and victory - We
are captive to the devil and
God has to pay/trick the devil
into freeing us from sin with
Jesus’ resurrection (debt and
payment)
(2) Honour and justice - We
have offended the honour of
God. Jesus stands in our place
to provide the honour and
justice that God demands
(3) Jesus as an example of love
- Jesus shows us God’s love for
us and how to love each other
through his life, teaching, and
ministry
(4) Mixing the above theories
as they make sense to us and

taking it to the next
level - an experiential
one. The resurrection
provided us with
a new beginning...
the forgiveness of
all sins and a new
opportunity to
fully realize God’s
unconditional love
for us. It provides
a new hope and a newness of
life. As we continue to sin, we
will continuously experience
the death of sin. However,
by confessing our sins and
asking for forgiveness we can
experience resurrection to new
life through Jesus.
Regardless of the theories,
the various Christian views,
or the day we worship as a
community in the churches
we attend, the message is

Overheard in the Atrium
Presentation: the Annunciation
and the wonder of the angel
Gabriel coming to tell Mary
that she was going to have
God’s son.
We were looking at the map of
Israel to locate Nazareth, where
Mary lived.
Child 1: “What’s that water
called?”
Catechist: “The Dead Sea.”
Child 1: “Oh - is that where he
died?”
Catechist: “No. He died and

rose again in Jerusalem.”
Child 1: “Then why is it called
the Dead Sea?”
Catechist (anxious to stay on
the presentation topic): “We’ll
talk about that later.”
Child 2 (who was doing
another work): “It’s called
the Dead Sea because it has so
much salt nothing can live in
it.”
There ended the presentation!
Betty Currie

the same. The
message is that
God loves us
completely, fully,
unconditionally,
and eternally.
This heightened
sense of
awareness of
God’s love and
the power of his
love is simple
and yet seems
complicated. It’s
a love that’s easily taken for
granted, yet a love which
is so selfless, limitless, and
overwhelming. God loves us
regardless of our faults and
sins. All that is required of
us is that we love each other,
forgive each other, and care for
each other. I believe with God’s
grace and guidance we can all
get to the point where caring
for each other can become a
natural part of our daily lives.
When we fail, with God’s
grace, God will direct us back
to what really matters: loving
each other.
Bible studies, like the one
held this year, is a very
important way of learning
and understanding the Bible
and God’s love for us because
of the discussions and inputs
from everyone who attends.
Listening to others’ views
and opinions and sharing our
own insights lead to a deeper
understanding of the cross and
God’s love for us.
Pearl James
Serene Desmond
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Are you on PAR?
A number of years ago,
St. Peter’s introduced the
Pre-authorized Remittance
program or “PAR” as it is
affectionately called. The
program is currently used by 1
out of 3 St. Peter’s parishioners.
We want to see this number
increase by at least 100% before
May 31st!

A. With PAR, St. Peter’s is
better able to manage its
financial affairs as monthly
cash flows are predictable
and consistent. Further,
PAR requires far less
administration and volunteer
sidespeople/treasurers’ time
and efforts to record and
account for givings.

Curious about the program?
Read the following Frequently
Asked Questions to get a better
understanding:

Q. HOW DO I SIGN UP
FOR PAR?

Q. WHAT IS PAR?
A. PAR is an automated bank
debit program which allows
St. Peter’s, once a month
(usually around the 20th),
to automatically withdraw
a parishioner’s authorized
givings amount from their
bank account.
Q. WHY SHOULD I
CONSIDER PAR?

A. PAR is signed up for by
filling in a simple form and
returning it to Shelagh Balfour.
We can assist with the form’s
completion and it usually takes
less than five minutes!
Q. WHAT IF I WANT TO
CHANGE MY GIVINGS
AMOUNT?
A. Your givings amount can be
changed immediately by either
a phone call or email to St.
Peter’s.

PAR is easy to enroll in, easy
to change and a real benefit to
St. Peter’s in many ways! We
encourage all parishioners not
signed up for PAR to consider
doing so now. If you have any
questions, please see David
Thompson or Shelagh Balfour.
We would love to talk to you
about PAR. With summer
rapidly approaching, please
think about signing up for PAR
now.
Finance Committee

Stone Soup Benefits St. Matthew’s-Maryland Community Ministries
Do you know the folk tale
about the weary travellers who
come into a village asking for
food? The villagers refuse so
the travellers decide to teach
the villagers a lesson. A pot
of water with a stone added
becomes delicious soup when
the curious villagers are invited
to add an onion here, a carrot
there, just to add to the soup’s
perfection. When everyone
gave a little, there was an
abundance to share.

all of us to give a little so the
Ministry can share hospitality
with all who come to the DropIn Centre. Members of St.
Peter’s purchased 30 packages
of Stone Soup mix enabling
us to contribute $300 to the
Ministry.
Thank you to everyone who
participated! (The mix made
excellent soup, too!)
St. Matthew’s-Maryland
Community Ministry invited

Margaret Clarke
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St. Peter’s in Pictures (cont.)
15 and 16: Our annual December cookie walk
17 through 21: Jazz Vespers were a special
treat during Advent. The grand piano
donated by Betty Ross was also blessed at
this same event.
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